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Mr Mark Coure MP 
Member for Oatley 
PO Box 478 
MORTDALE  NSW  2223 
 
 
Dear Mr Coure 
 
I apologise for the delay in my response. Thank you for your correspondence of 1 June 2021 on 
behalf of Mrs Jennifer Horder regarding funding for the NSW arts and cultural sector.  
 
I appreciate the reasons that prompted Mrs Horder to write to you on this occasion. I can confirm the 
NSW Government’s support for the NSW arts and cultural sector has never been stronger, particularly 
in light of the impact of COVID-19. This includes the $50 million Rescue and Restart package and the 
$24 million Live Music Support Fund.  
 
Through the 2021/22 State Budget, the Government is providing record funding of $1.3 billion to 
support artists, arts organisations and our Cultural Institutions. This includes: 
 

 $60 million over two years to deliver new cultural infrastructure projects across NSW, 
 An additional $24 million over four years to expand the Arts and Cultural Funding Program to 

incentivise innovation and creativity. 

 $40 million over four years to attract major blockbuster exhibitions to our Cultural Institutions, 
and 

 $15 million to temporarily transform the Cahill Expressway into a world-class stage for the 
New Year period. 

 
I am also delighted the State’s six Cultural Institutions will receive over $361 million in operational 
funding in 2021/22 - an increase of more than 9 per cent from the previous year. 
 
Mrs Horder can be assured our Cultural Institutions will continue to be supported by the NSW 
Government, particularly given the ongoing challenges of COVID-19. The Government’s support for 
the arts and cultural sector will help unleash the State’s economic potential, create jobs, while 
maintaining our position as the leading arts and cultural destination in Australia.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to bring this matter to my attention. Should Mrs Horder have any further 
questions in relation to this matter, Ms Sue Procter, Director of Operations, Investment and 
Governance at Create NSW, may be contacted by phone on 02 8229 2939 or via email at 
sue.procter@create.nsw.gov.au.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Don Harwin MLC 
 
Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council 
Special Minister of State  
Minister for the Public Service and Employee Relations, Aboriginal Affairs, and the Arts  
Vice-President of the Executive Council 
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