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The Museums and Galleries National Awards were established this year by Museums Australia to 
celebrate and reward excellence in museum practice across the cultural heritage sector, highlighting 
the success of Australia’s museums, galleries and cultural organisations from small volunteer-run 
associations to the largest state and national institutions. 

The Awards program encourages excellence and recognises the significant positive impact of our 
highest achievers in contributing to the sector by establishing benchmark excellence in Exhibitions, 
Public Programs, and projects and developments that promote ethical and sustainable practices.

The 2011 awards were presented at the Museums Australia’s National Conference gala dinner held at 
the Hackett Hall Gallery, Western Australian Museum in Perth on Thursday 17 November 2011.

http://www.museumsaustralia.org.au/site/magna2011_winners.php

ORGANISER   MAJOR SPONSOR    SPONSOR     SUPPORTER 



NATIONAL WINNER
Australian Institute for the Conservation of Cultural Material
Development of Guidelines for Environmental Conditions for Museum and Galleries

The Australian museums sector has relied on European and North American environmental standards to 
set local conditions for display and storage spaces ignoring the reality of the vast differences in climate 
with which Australian museums have to cope. The AICCM have, for the first time, developed a series 
of guidelines that not only takes into account the latest thinking on more energy conscious conditions 
but also, are written specifically for Australian conditions, to help move Australian museums to more 
sustainable models of operation.

Judges Comments: This project holds great significance for the cultural and heritage sector throughout 
Australia (arguably the world) as it builds knowledge, skills, understanding and standards for keeping 
collections safely into the future, both in storage and whilst on display. These guidelines will become 
the well-thumbed or bookmarked resource that remains on every gallery, library, archive and museum 
professional’s desk.

NATIONAL 
WINNER

AICCM Chair Julian Bickersteth accepting the award for National Winner and Sustainability (Small Museum)



EXHIBITION

HIGHLY COMMENDED
University of New England Heritage Centre
Through the Collector’s Lens: Dissecting Booloominbah

Judges Comments: “This project was particularly good with the quality of its research and insight into the 
objects and their context which creates a picture and understanding of a remarkable historical New England 
home and its inhabitants through time.”

SMALL MUSEUM
(BUDGET <$5,000)

SMALL MUSEUM
(BUDGET $5,000 - $25,000)

WINNER
Mosman Art Gallery
Australian Accent: The designs of Annan Fabrics and Vande Pottery in the ‘40s and ‘50s

A community exhibition of national significance, Australian Accent presented a cohesive and comprehensive 
story about an aspect of Australia’s design history. The exhibition reignited interest from the design sector, 
redefining objects and materials usually associated with the craft and souvenir genres in the context of a public 
art gallery.

Judges Comments: “This exhibition was elegantly presented with a wonderful retro sensibility underpinned by 
thoughtful and accessible research.”

Examples of Annan Fabrics and Vande Pottery from Australian Accent



EXHIBITION

SMALL MUSEUM
PERMANENT DEVELOPMENT (BUDGET >$25,000

WINNER
Jewish Holocaust Centre, Melbourne
Refurbishment and Restructure of the Jewish Holocaust Centre’s permanent exhibition space

The total refurbishment and restructure of the Jewish Holocaust Centre’s permanent exhibition space has greatly 
improved the engagement and accessibility for visitors to the Centre’s extensive collection, much of it previously 
unseen. The new exhibition now also incorporates survivor stories through the introduction of new technologies.

Judges Comments: Judges Comments: “Such an empathetic development combined with impressive design 
principles, this project honours the purpose of the Jewish Holocaust Centre while providing a contemporary 
environment fusing technology and display that will enable it, through its exhibitions, to attract and engage 
existing and new audiences into the future.”

SMALL MUSEUM
TEMPORARY EXHIBITION (BUDGET >$25,000)

WINNER
Gold Coast City Gallery
Kuru Alala - Eyes Open

This touring exhibition showcases new work generated as a result of an extensive residency and 
workshop program held over 2 years in remote desert communities in Central Australia. The 
collaborative nature of the development of the exhibition aimed to stimulate greater awareness and 
insight into concepts of culture, country and community.

Examples of Jewish Holocaust Centre redevelopment (top) and Kuru Alala (bottom)



EXHIBITION

LARGE MUSEUM
PERMANENT DEVELOPMENT

WINNER
Museum Victoria
Science And Life Gallery Redevelopment

Dinosaur Walk, Wild: Amazing animals in a changing world, 600 million years, and Dynamic Earth form part of 
Melbourne Museum’s redeveloped Science and Life Gallery. This comprehensive redevelopment, incorporating 
innovative design, multimedia and interactive technologies, engages intergenerational audiences in 
contemporary scientific issues from past, present and future using the museum’s extensive science collections.

Judges Comments: “This major redevelopment carried out by Museum Victoria is outstanding in its design, 
flow and multi-platform access to information through combination of analogue and digital technology.  The 
stylish mode of presenting 3D objects alongside intelligent use of multimedia and interactive techologies 
encourages visitors to see and assimilate information while engaging with the natural history of the world in 
new and memorable ways.”



EXHIBITION

LARGE MUSEUM
TEMPORARY EXHIBITION

WINNER
Art Gallery of New South Wales
The First Emperor: China’s Entombed Warriors

An exhibition drawn from 13 Chinese institutions, this beautifully designed exhibition provided a rare opportunity 
to see into the world of China’s first emperor. Extensive public programs and new media applications were 
developed in conjunction with the exhibition.

Judges Comments: “The quality of this exhibition, its research, display, design, marketing, public and education 
programming was exceptional.  Every aspect of the project demonstrated commitment to excellence, and paid 
tribute to the world of one of the world’s greatest wonders, the Chinese Entombed Warriors.”



PUBLIC 
PROGRAM

SMALL MUSEUM

HIGHLY COMMENDED
Western Australian Museum Albany
Young Naturalists Club

Western Australian Museum Albany
Mini Muses

Great Explorer’s Hall of Fame
Museum and Memory

WINNER
Australian Fossil & Mineral Museum, Bathurst NSW
Scattered Bones

Scattered Bones addresses the geographic disadvantage a regional museum faces in delivering educational 
programs and attracting new audiences, and delivers a scarce resource to remote and isolated students.  
The project provides a unique combination of dinosaur-themed educational modules to remote schools via 
video conference, linking multiple schools to one cultural access point in a low cost, zero carbon footprint 
model of educational best practice.

Judges Comments: “This program is remarkable in its capacity to “turn lives around” by building skills, 
opening windows onto the world of Science, Research and Creative Writing. Its exponential growth 
throughout the country, ability to attract and keep students enthusiastically participating in the program 
is outstanding.”

Children’s author Paul Stafford and Australian Fossil and Mineral Mu-
seum public programs officer Penny Packham (Photo: ZENIO LAPKA).



PUBLIC 
PROGRAM

LARGE MUSEUM

HIGHLY COMMENDED
National Film and Sound Archive
Cooee Cabaret: Touring the sounds of Australia

WINNER
National Gallery of Australia
Art and Alzheimer’s Program

The National Gallery of Australia’s Art and Alzheimer’s Program provides people living with dementia with an 
opportunity to connect with the world in enriching and life-enhancing ways. A discussion-based tour of works of 
art provides intellectual stimulation and social inclusion which support well-being and increased quality of life for 
people living with dementia.

Judges Comments: “When the fastest growing health-issue of our time is impacting lives throughout Australia, 
effective non-pharmacological therapies for dementia are critically needed.  The National Gallery of 
Australia’s Art & Alzheimer’s Program is a model that enhances quality of life for people living with dementia, 
builds skills for carers and educators, and provides a new context for using collections and exhibitions at 
regional galleries throughout Australia.  This is a program of outstanding excellence.”

Participants of the Art and Alzheimer’s Program at the National Gallery of Australia.



WINNER
Australian Institute for the Conservation of Cultural Material
Development of Guidelines for Environmental Conditions for Museum and Galleries

The Australian museums sector has relied on European and North American environmental standards to set 
local conditions for display and storage spaces ignoring the reality of the vast differences in climate with which 
Australian museums have to cope. The AICCM have, for the first time, developed a series of guidelines that not 
only takes into account the latest thinking on more energy conscious conditions but also, are written specifically 
for Australian conditions, to help move Australian museums to more sustainable models of operation.

SMALL MUSEUM

SUSTAINABILITY

WINNER
Orange City Council
Orange, Blayney, Cabonne Regional Sustainable Collections Project

The Regional Sustainable Collections project supports museum volunteers in the conservation of their heritage. 
The key focus of the program is environmental, economic, social and cultural sustainability for museum and col-
lections. This innovative approach provides a model of national significance in the museums sector, particularly 
for regional and community museums run by volunteers. 

MEDIUM MUSEUM



SUSTAINABILITY

WINNER
Australian War Memorial
Eastern Precinct Development

A culturally and environmentally sustainable project that balances the competing needs of a cultural institution 
that must be accessible to all, maintain its contemporary relevance, respect its historic resonance, and honour its 
commemorative purpose while achieving innovative and environmentally responsible design.

LARGE MUSEUM



Awards Sponsorship Opportunities 
are available for 2012

Museums Australia National Office
PO Box 266
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608

P: 02 6230 0346
F: 02 6230 0360
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