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AGENDA 

 
1. Welcome and acknowledgements 

 
2. Apologies and proxies 

 
3. Minutes of Annual General Meeting 2017 

 
MOTION: That the minutes of the 2017 Annual General Meeting be accepted as 
a true and correct record 

 
4. Matters Arising 

 
 

5. Annual Activities Report (President: Robin Hirst) 
 
MOTION: That the 2017 Annual Report be accepted 

 
6. Treasurer’s Report  

 
MOTION: That the audited financial reports for the year 2017 be approved for lodgement with 
the ACT Registrar-General Office 

 
7. Appointment of Auditor for the Association for 2018 

 
MOTION: Consistent with item 37 of the Museums Australia Inc. Constitution, that Anthony 
Wilson be appointed as Auditor for the Association for the year 2018 
 

8. Resolutions  
 

MOTION: That Museums Australia Inc on behalf of its members, call upon the 
Prime Minister and the Australian Parliament to advance self-determination of 
Indigenous Australians through support for constitutional establishment of a 
‘Voice to the Parliament’, as proposed by the meeting of Indigenous Peoples at 
Uluru, in May 2017, and endorsed by the Referendum Council in its report to 
the Prime Minister in August 2017. 
 
We further note and support the significant request in the Uluru Statement, in 
particular the call for a Makarrata Commission, to supervise ‘the coming 
together after a struggle’ through a process of agreement-making between 
governments and First Nations involving truth telling about history, to meet 
aspirations for a fair and truthful relationship with the people of Australia and ‘a 
better future for our children based on justice and self-determination’. 
 
In adopting this resolution, we note the following: 

 the many appeals for self-determination advanced by Indigenous 
peoples over the last more than 100 years have failed to produce 
adequate recognition or response; 

 that Indigenous peoples had no voice in the framing of the Australian 
Constitution–indeed, were not recognised as Australian citizens at the 
time of its adoption; 

 that the 1967 Referendum gave the Commonwealth powers (in Section 
51, xxvi) ‘to make laws with respect to people of any race’, thereby 
including Indigenous peoples; and 

 that the Australian High Court’s Mabo decision of 1992 repudiated the 
doctrine of terra nullius, or the land as unoccupied prior to British 



colonisation, and recognised Aboriginal peoples’ continuing 
connections with, and ownership of, their land. 

 
We further note: 

 that a period of almost a decade has now passed since such processes 
were launched to consult with both Indigenous people and a broad 
cross-section of the Australian community on a desired form of 
Indigenous recognition in the Australian Constitution; 

 that the organisers of the meetings at Uluru and the Referendum 
Council(established jointly by the current Prime Minister and Opposition 
Leader)conducted extensive consultations concerning constitutional 
recognition of Indigenous people; 

 that the National Constitutional Convention meeting at Uluru in May 
2017 empowered First Peoples from across the country to form a 
consensus position on the form constitutional recognition should take; 
and 

 that in reaching its conclusion, a ‘minimalist approach’ involving merely 
a statement of recognition included in the present Preamble to the 
constitution, and moderation of the race power/s, was considered 
unacceptable to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today. 

 
Read the full resolution and background information at: 
https://www.museumsaustralia.org.au/annual-general-meeting  
 
Moved: Dr Des Griffin AM Seconded: Bernice L Murphy 
 

 
9. Any other business 

 
10. Close 

 
 
 
The Annual General Meeting will be immediately followed by a Members Forum 
 
 


