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Australian Museums and Galleries Association ACT Branch Annual Report 
January to December 2019 

 
Report compiled by Rowan Henderson – President, and Grace Blakeley-Carroll, Treasurer, ACT 
Branch of Australian Museums and Galleries Association. 
 

Branch Activities  
 
2019 was another productive year for the AMaGA ACT branch in which the Committee trialled new 
event formats and spent significant time preparing to host the AMaGA Conference in Canberra in May 
2020. The Committee developed and delivered a plan of monthly activities throughout the year. 
Attendance at events was steady, and the new format events in particular attracted some new faces in 
addition to regular attendees.  
 

ACT Branch Strategic Plan 2017-2020 Business Priority 1.1: Deliver a varied program of events that 
benefits members: 
 
The ACT Branch delivered the following events in 2019:  
 
February 2019 

• Article Club: Does size matter for cultural institutions? A discussion about institutional size and 
impact on visitors and the community. 

 
March 2019 

• Annual General Meeting and Director on the couch: The AGM was followed by a Q&A with 
this year's Director on the couch, Nick Mitzevich. 

• Article Club: How to build (and rebuild) trust. An examination of how to build trust in our 
organisations.  

 
April 2019 

• The Branch trialled a new event in which a group deal was made with a local photographer to 
take professional headshot photographs that members can use as required, for example for 
conference papers, their LinkedIN profile or on their organisation’s website. 18 people 
attended the photographer’s studio to have their photo taken, and networked at the pub next 
door afterwards.  

• Article Club discussed The Museum of Innocence. It’s ‘a museum, based on a novel, based 
on a museum, where the objects of the protagonist’s obsession come to life.’ 

 
May 

• Article Club: Museums and the homeless: A discussion about museum projects that are 
helping homeless people. 

• The ACT Branch provided two full bursaries and one partial bursary to support ACT members 
attend the conference in Alice Springs. (ACT Branch Strategic Plan 2017-2020 Business 

Priority 1.4 Provide bursaries to attend the 2019 National Conference and where budget 
allows, offer bursary support to other significant professional development opportunities) 

June 

• Conference insights and Behind the Lines tour: Bursary winners gave an overview of their 
experiences at the 2019 AMaGA National Conference and heard from Libby Stewart about 
MoAD’s ever-popular Behind the Lines exhibition before enjoying an exclusive viewing of the 
best of Australia’s political cartoons. 

July 
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• Article Club discussed the “Friday essay: the library – humanist ideal, social glue and now, 
tourism hotspot!” Stuart Kells for The Conversation. 

 
August 

• Conference 2020 conversation – A discussion with early career professionals on who they 
would like to hear, how to invigorate and suggestions for the 2020 AMaGA National 
Conference. 

• Article Club discussed the future of Australian museums, based on the article “Australian 
museums in 2040” on the Centre for the Future of Museums (CFM) blog. This is a guest post 
written by Jilda Andrews, a member of the Yuwaalaraay nation and Producer, Gallery 
Development at the National Museum of Australia, and Alex Marsden, National Director of the 
Australian Museums and Galleries Association (AMaGA). 

• An exclusive curatorial and conservation tour of the Activism: forces for change in Canberra 
exhibition at Canberra Museum and Gallery. 

 
September 

• Article Club discussed what is a museum as ICOM debates an updated definition. 

• AMaGA ACT subsidised members to attend Canberra Museum and Gallery’s regional day-
tour to Old Graham, a beautifully restored granite stone homestead at Hovell's Creek near 

Cowra. (ACT Branch Strategic Plan 2017-2020 Business Priority 2.2: Partner with other 
organisations in national and regional programs where they benefit AMaGA members) 

 
November 

• AMaGA ACT organised an exclusive showing of The square (MA15+) at Palace Electric 
Cinema. 43 guests (members and non-members) enjoyed one free drink, food platters before 
the movie, and bottled water, popcorn and ice cream during the movie. Member Roslyn Hull 
gave us a delightful introduction to museums and galleries in movies before the session. The 
Branch plans to repeat this event format in 2020. 

• Article Club held a discussion on “If you could...?”: a free ranging discussion on questions 
related to cultural institutions. 

 
December 

• An end-of-year celebration party was held to celebrate the end of another busy year. Guests, 
including children, were given special access to the National Museum of Australia's 
Dreamworks animation — the exhibition and an introduction to the exhibition by Curator Kate 
Morschel and Vicki Northey, Program Manager Exhibition Planning and Development. (ACT 

Branch Strategic Plan 2017-2020 Business Prioirty 1.3 Recognise and celebrate the 
achievements of the museums and galleries sector in the ACT- 

 
ACT Branch Strategic Plan 2017-2020 Business Priority 3.2 and 3.3: Explore ideas for national 
programs and conference support and provide support to national networks (e.g. Emerging 
Professionals) or other state and territory branches and2020 National Conference planning – 
announce venue, dates, themes and pricing outline by 2019 National Conference in May: 
 
The Branch also supported the Conference Organising Group (COG) to prepare for the 2020 
conference in Canberra.  

• A large and enthusiastic group of ACT volunteers has been working hard to ensure the 
success of the 2020 conference, including through brainstorming sessions, sub-committees 
and the Conference Organising Committee. 

• Two brainstorming events were held in February to canvas ideas and find volunteers. 
Attendees were asked: ‘What will be the big issues for museums and galleries in 2020? What 
would you like to talk about? Hear about? Do you have any great ideas for speakers, 
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sessions, activities — anything that could help make the 2020 national conference in 
Canberra enlivening, inclusive, thought-provoking and fun?’ 

• Another two events were held in March and April to canvas ideas for keynote speakers. 

• The COG held regular events along these lines, focussing on different aspects of the 
conference each time (eg. programming, tours, social events) 

 

ACT Branch Strategic Plan 2017-2020 Business Priority 1.2: Build a diverse and sustainable 
membership base by focussing on retention of existing members and attracting new individual 
members from larger institutions and through other arts and educational networks in the ACT: 
 
In 2019 the ACT Branch established an Internship Prize for students doing an internship as part of 
their studies in the ANU Centre for Heritage and Museum Studies and the ANU Centre for Art History 
and Art Theory. Winners received: a one-year membership to AMaGA (valued at up to $160), a $100 
gift certificate at a museum store or bookshop and an interview with the recipient which featured in the 
AMaGA ACT Bulletin and on the AMaGA web and social pages. The first prizes were awarded at the 
end of this year to Sophia Halloway, Bachelor of Art History & Curatorship (Honours) who interned at 
Canberra Contemporary Art Space (CCAS), and Georgia Reid, who completed a Bachelor of 
Archaeological Practice from ANU in 2018, and is currently undertaking a Masters in Archaeological 
and Evolutionary Science / Museum and Heritage Studies. She interned at Endangered Heritage (a 
private conservation practice).  
 
 

Finance and Membership  
 
 

Committee  
 
ACT Branch Strategic Plan 2017-2020 Business Priorities 4.1-4.4: 
 

The Committee was active and committed to delivering AMaGA ACT’s programming goals. All 
committee members are volunteers, and organised events and activities in their own time. The 
committee met face to face every month at the Museum of Australian Democracy (until February 
2019) and Canberra Museum and Gallery (from March 2019). Members from the AMaGA ACT branch 
were present at each of the face to face National Council meetings through 2019, and were able to 
contribute to national discussions regarding funding, programs, advocacy and use of membership 
funds. (ACT Branch Strategic Plan 2017-2020 Business Priority 3.1 Contribute to National Council 
through the participation of the President and by representing ACT members and local network 
members as needed) 

I would like to acknowledge the additional efforts of committee members in supporting broader 
AMaGA activities and programs. Carol Cartwright continues to contribute greatly to the planning and 
delivery of the national conference program, Roger Garland worked to update our web content, while 
Sheridan Burnett has taken oversight of Branch membership and is investigating ways to promote the 
benefits of membership to students at the universities.  

 
Position holders  
President – Rowan Henderson (National Council representative) 
Vice President – Penny Grist (Elected member of National Council) 
Secretary –Amy Wolgamot 
Treasurer – Grace Blakeley-Carroll 
 
Ordinary Members  
Kate Armstrong 
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Holly Anderson 
Sheridan Burnett 
Carol Cartwright (also National Council Secretary and Chair of conferences committee)  
Roger Garland  
Karina Libbey 
Vicki Northey  
Ben Pratten  
 
 

Thank you  
The Committee would like to thank the AMaGA National Office staff for their assistance in managing 
financial matters, the website, membership processes and cross branch communications. The 
Committee would also like to thank the Directors, CEOs and staff of museums and galleries across 
Canberra who support the AMaGA ACT branch through the use of meeting rooms, theatres and 
exhibition spaces throughout the year. In particular, thanks go to the Museum of Australian 
Democracy at Old Parliament House, and Canberra Museum and Gallery which provided the venues 
for our monthly meetings throughout the year. 


