
 
 
 
 

Museums Galleries Australia ACT Branch 

Annual Report for period January to December 2017. 

Report compiled by Rebecca Coronel – President, Museums Galleries Australia ACT. 

Branch Activities 

2017was another productive year for the MGA ACT branch. The Committee developed and 

delivered a plan of monthly activities throughout the year. Attendance at events was steady, 

and included both regular attendees and new members.  

The National Committee approved a change in the operating name of the organisation to 

Museums Galleries Australia in May 2017. Further consultation regarding a formal name 

change to the Association is ongoing, and will be put to the national AGM in June 2018. 

The 2017 program included: 

- The National Gallery of Australia hosted members for a tour of the Versailles: Treasures 

of the Palace exhibition in February. Attendees heard about the exhibition development 

and logistics from the curator, Lucina Ward.  

- The Annual General Meeting held on 23 March at the National Museum of Australia.This 

event was free tomembers. 

- The semi-regular Article Club discussed “Art as therapy” by Alain de Botton and John 

Armstrong in May. This event was free for members and non-members and was held at 

King O’Malleys Pub in Civic.  

- A conference insights session delivered by the MGA ACT bursary recipients, Sheridan 

Burnett and Sacha Fawkes, was held at the Museum of Australian Democracy at Old 

Parliament House in June. The bursary recipients reflected on their experiences from 

the Brisbane conference, and Committee members shared their insights into how to 

successfully apply for a bursary.This event was free for members. 

- The Article Club discussed “Using large digital collection in education: meeting the needs 

of teachers and students” by Franky Abbott and Dan Cohen in August at King O’Malleys 

Pub in Civic. This event was free for members and non-members.  

- Kate Cowie returned to deliver aCareer Development session in September. The focus 
for 2017 was ‘Career roadblocks: a workshop for mid-career museum professionals’. 
There was a charge for this event to cover presentation feesand catering. 



 
 
 
 

- The National Museum of Australia hosted an event to experience the Songlines: 
Tracking the Seven Sisters and Towers of tomorrow with Lego Bricks exhibitions in 
September. This event was free for members.  

- The annual regional visit was timed to coincide with the Steampunk Victoriana Fair held 
at the Goulburn Waterworks. This was an informal event, and it proved a logistical 
challenge to bring together the small number of attendees.  Historically it has been 
difficult to obtain sufficient numbers to organise regional visits, and unfortunately 2017 
was no different in this regard. Engagement with the region remains a priority of the 
ACT Committee, and other methods of engagement are being considered.  

- The final Article Club of the year discussed “Artefacts and archives: Considering cross-

collection knowledge networks in museums” in October at King O’Malleys Pub in Civic. 

This event was free for members and non-members.  

- In November Director on the Couch invited Dr Marie-Louise Ayres, Director-General of 
the National Library of Australia, to provide some insights into her vision of the future of 
the Library. A tour of the beautiful Dombrovskis: Journeys into the wild landscape 
exhibition rounded out aninteresting evening. This event was free for members.  

- The year closed with a Christmas celebration at the Belconnen Arts Centre in late 

November. We toasted another successful year of events and activities, and heard 

about the plans for continued development of the Belconnen Arts Centre site. There 

was a charge for members and non-members to contribute to the costs of the venue, 

catering, entertainment and staff. 

 

Finance and Membership  

The MGA ACT branch remains in a strong financial position, and was able to generate a small 

amount of revenue from events and activities throughout the year.The majority of income was 

generated through membership fees. The 2017 year ended with $71,322 in equity available to 

the branch (an increase of $8,798 from the previous year). MGA ACT subsidises the costs for 

most events with members either free of charge or only required to make a modest payment.  

Non-members attend for a fee (with some exclusions) and are always encouraged to join. 

Overall, across the 2017 financial year, costs for delivering events were offset by membership 

contributions and participant fees.  

MGA ACT is committed to utilizing the available funds to run regular programs in Canberra, and 

to contribute to attendance at the annual conference through generous bursary 

assistance.Three bursaries were provided in 2017, two for the national conference, and one for 

a digital symposium held in Canberra. 



 
 
 
 

The Financial Report outlines the financial position of the branch in more detail. 

Membership was steady, and the renewal of several large organisations contributed 

significantly to the ACT branch financial position.The ACT continues to have a high level of 

institutional members (22 at the end of 2017), and the committee continues to seek efficient 

ways to communicate to these members.  

Committee  

The Committee was active and committed to delivering MGA ACT’s programming goals. All 

committee members are volunteers, and organized events and activities in their own time. The 

committee met face to face every month at the Museum of Australian Democracy, and finalized 

program details with a flurry of emails and phone calls throughout the year.  

Members from the MGA ACT branch were present at each of the face to face National Council 

meetings through 2017, and were able to contribute to national discussions regarding funding, 

programs, advocacy and use of membership funds.  

I would like to acknowledge the additional efforts of committee members in supporting 

broader MGA activities and programs. Carol Cartwright continues to contribute greatly to the 

planning and delivery of the national conference program, Roger Garland worked to update our 

web content, and Jade Koekoe helped us develop social media options. 

All members of the committee contributed to a redraft of the ACT Strategic Plan, which is in 

final draft form and will be finalized by the incoming 2018 committee.  

Position holders  

President – Rebecca Coronel (National Council member) 

Vice President – Penny Grist (until Feb 17)/Rowan Henderson (from March 17) 

Secretary – Kate Morschel  

Treasurer – Kate Armstrong  

Ordinary Members  

Carol Cartwright (also National Council Secretary and Chair of conferences committee) 

Roger Garland  



 
 
 
 

Vicki Northey 

Julia Greenstreet  

Grace Blakeley-Carroll 

Felicity Harmey 

Ben Pratten  

Jade Koekoe 

 

Thank you 

The Committee would like to thank the Museums Galleries Australia National Office staff for 

their assistance in managing financial matters, the website, membership processes and cross 

branch communications.  

The Committee would also like to thank the Directors, CEO’s and staff of museums and galleries 

across Canberra who support the MGA ACT branch through the use of meeting rooms, theatres 

and exhibition spaces throughout the year. 


