
 
 
Head Curator International Art 
Artistic Program 
NGA Level EL 2 
Position No. 4225 
$117,838 - $134,673 per annum 
Ongoing Vacancy 
 
The position 
The Head Curator, International Art leads a curatorial team responsible for advancing 
major transformation at the National Gallery. With extensive knowledge of art history 
and strong museum connections, the Head Curator, International Art is responsible for 
the Gallery’s international art collection and associated programs. The position plays a 
pivotal role in ensuring the National Gallery fulfils its ambition of rethinking art from 
alternative geographies and multiple vantage points.  
 
This position sets the priorities for the International Art Department at the National 
Gallery, including ambitious programs for acquisition, exhibition, interpretation, 
publication, display, conservation and advocacy. The Head Curator supports the 
Assistant Director, Artistic Programs, and senior leaders within the National Gallery to 
achieve organisational outcomes, advising and influencing strategic decisions and 
building organisational capability and culture. International in your outlook, the ability 
and willingness to undertake extensive travel nationally and internationally and to attend 
out of hours functions is essential.  
 
This is a full-time, ongoing employment opportunity available within the Artistic Program.  
 
How to apply 
You should provide a tailored CV (maximum of three pages) along with a statement 
of no more than two pages that outlines your skills, capabilities and experience, 
against the role description and our ideal candidate information above.   
 
You do not need to address individual selection criteria, however, in your response you 
should keep in mind the capabilities and behaviours required to be successful for this 
role, as identified in the ‘Our ideal candidate?’ section.   
 
In your statement, try not to duplicate information that can be found in your CV, but do 
highlight any specific examples or achievements that demonstrate your ability to 
perform the role.  
 
Contact 
For further information about this position please contact Jennifer Barrett, 
jennifer.barrett@nga.gov.au  or on (02) 6240 6417. The Recruitment Officer may also 
be contacted on (02) 6240 6447. 
 
 
 

mailto:jennifer.barrett@nga.gov.au


 
Closing date 
Applications close at midnight on Tuesday, 7 December 2021 and should be emailed 
to recruitment@nga.gov.au.  
 

mailto:recruitment@nga.gov.au


 
 

Position Title: Head Curator International Art 

Position Number: 4225 

Classification: Executive Level 2 

Portfolio: Artistic Programs 

Salary: $117, 838 - $134,673 

Immediate Supervisor: Assistant Director, Artistic Programs 

Direct Reports: 
 

Senior Curator, Prints and Drawings (EL1)  

Senior Curator, Asia and the Pacific Art (EL1)  

Senior Curator, Photography (EL1) 

Curator, Projects (L6)  

Curator, Provenance (L6)  

Curatorial Assistant, International Art (L3)  

 

Position Location: Canberra 

Position type: This is a full-time ongoing engagement 

Requirements:  

 

Australian Citizenship (may be waived under 

exceptional circumstances)   

National criminal history check   

Pre-employment medical  

Probationary period of six months  

 

About the National Gallery  

The National Gallery of Australia (the National Gallery) is one of Australia’s leading visual 
arts institutions. The National Gallery is based in Canberra and is a vital part of the 
Australian cultural landscape. Our purpose is to collect, preserve, promote and share the 
national collection of art. Our vision is to inspire creativity, inclusivity, engagement and 
learning through art and artists. Our mission is to lead a progressive national cultural agenda 
by championing art and its value in our lives. The National Gallery’s values include art for 
everyone, striving for excellence, creative engagement, courage and respect. 
 
The Artistic Programs Portfolio is responsible for the care, loan and presentation of the 
National collection along with the initiation, development and delivery of the exhibition, 
touring, publishing and commissioning program at the National Gallery. The International Art 
Department is responsible for researching and delivering loan exhibitions, commissioning 
projects for the contemporary program, as well as researching, building, interpreting, and 
publishing on the National Gallery’s collection and preparing collection displays.  
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Working at the National Gallery  

When you work at the National Gallery you will be exposed to some of the world’s leading 
Australian and international art and artists. We are located in the parliamentary triangle on 
the waterfront and your lunchtimes can be spent in our beautiful sculpture garden or walking 
or cycling around Lake Burley Griffin.   
  
We support flexible working practices, including working from home, and you will have 
access to low-cost, onsite car parking.  
  
The National Gallery is committed to the health, safety and wellbeing of our people and we 
expect our people to share this commitment and work safely at all times.   
  
We value the contribution that a diverse workforce brings, and applications are encouraged 
from First Nations people, people with a disability, culturally and linguistically diverse people 
and LGBTQI people.  

 

Overview 

The Head Curator, International Art leads a curatorial team responsible for advancing major 
transformation at the National Gallery. With extensive knowledge of art history and strong 
museum connections, the Head Curator, International Art is responsible for the Gallery’s 
international art collection and associated programs. The position plays a pivotal role in 
ensuring the National Gallery fulfils its ambition of rethinking art from alternative geographies 
and multiple vantage points.  
 
This position sets the priorities for the International Art Department at the National Gallery, 
including ambitious programs for acquisition, exhibition, interpretation, publication, display, 
conservation and advocacy. The Head Curator supports the Assistant Director, Artistic 
Programs, and senior leaders within the National Gallery to achieve organisational 
outcomes, advising and influencing strategic decisions and building organisational capability 
and culture. International in your outlook, the ability and willingness to undertake extensive 
travel nationally and internationally and to attend out of hours functions is essential.  
 
Our ideal candidate  

To be successful in this role you will have a passion for art and culture along with significant 
specialist knowledge of international art demonstrated by a track record of exhibitions, 
collection development and publishing. With an impressive track record of making 
exhibitions, of different scales, and a knowledge of innovative exhibition strategies, you will 
have the proven ability to play a leading role in developing and delivering a program of 
curatorial activities. You will have a broad knowledge of International art and visual culture, 
with an interest in societal and national contexts. You will also be committed to the role of 
contemporary art in a museum also devoted to modern art. As a senior leader you will 
contribute your creativity and expertise to practices and processes that will positively shape 
the future of the National Gallery. You will do this by operating strategically and working 
collaboratively with your colleagues across the National Gallery.  
 
You will be a skilled leader who is resilient operating in a creative, dynamic and fast-paced 
work environment. You will exemplify the National Gallery’s values and engender a culture of 
achievement, collaboration and agility. You are self-aware, encouraging and respecting of 
the diversity of ideas and perspectives that defines the National Gallery’s workforce.  
 
You will have excellent written and verbal communication skills and can demonstrate your 
experience of working with all forms of press and public relations media while being a 
confident advocate for the National Gallery’s programs. Additionally you will have a strategic 
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understanding of fundraising and an ability to play a leading role in attracting financial 
support and negotiating partnerships and loans for the National Gallery’s programs.  
 
As part of this role, you will need to travel and attend out of hours functions. 
 

What you will do?  
In accordance with EL2 work level standards, you will:  
 

1. Serve as the overall authority for International Art content development and 
interpretation, including by securing exceptional acquisitions, loans and exhibitions 
from public and private collections around the world, as well as touring the collection 
and non-collection exhibitions to regional national and international venues. 

2. Draw upon art historical and curatorial expertise to conceive, research, develop and 
deliver existing and new concepts for distinguished and imaginative exhibitions, 
publications and collection displays which appeal to a broad audience and enhance 
the National Gallery’s reputation for scholarship and quality.  

3. Ensure due diligence and a sound and ethical position across the spectrum of 
curatorial activities. 

4. Champion fresh thinking and approaches to the visual arts and seize opportunities to 
be creative, experimental and innovative.  

5. Provide high quality representation of the National Gallery through talks, lectures and 
other events, ensuring alignment with the National Gallery’s objectives. 

6. Provide strategic oversight of the National Gallery’s International Art department, 
including leadership of a team of specialists, collaboration with teams across the 
National Gallery and continually developing credibility and reputation within the field 
of curatorial responsibility, to ensure effective management and delivery of high-
quality exhibitions in line with the National Gallery’s mission and values. 

 

Who are we looking for? 
To be successful in this role you will need to demonstrate: 
 
1. Personal credibility as a skilled leader who is able to align your work with the 

strategic priorities of the National Gallery, inspiring a sense of purpose and direction in 
your team. 
 

2. Experience in managing your own and your team’s workload to achieve results, often 
working with tight timeframes and competing priorities. 

 
3. The ability to communicate with influence, including negotiating persuasively, 

understanding and adapting to the audience, and building strong relationships between 
audiences, partners and other stakeholders. 

 
4.  A versatile, flexible and creative approach to cultivating productive working 

relationships with a diverse range of stakeholders. 
 
5. The ability to act with integrity at all times, showing judgement and professionalism in 

all that you do. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Qualifications, Certifications and Registrations 

• Qualifications or equivalent experience in art history, curatorial practice or a related 
field and experience in an art gallery/museum environment.  
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• Professional certification and/or membership of relevant professional associations is 
desirable. 

 
 
How to apply 

You should provide a tailored CV (maximum of three pages) along with a statement of no 
more than two pages that outlines your skills, capabilities and experience against the ‘What 
will I do?’ and the Our Ideal Candidate information above. 

You do not need to address individual selection criteria, however, in your response you 
should keep in mind the capabilities and behaviours required to be successful for this role, 
as identified in the ‘Our Ideal Candidate’ section.  

In your statement, try not to duplicate information that can be found in your CV, but do 
highlight any specific examples or achievements that demonstrate your ability to perform the 
role. 

Contact 
For further information about this position please contact Jennifer Barrett, 
jennifer.barrett@nga.gov.au  or on (02) 6240 6417. 
 
For assistance with the recruitment process please contact recruitment@nga.gov.au  
 
Closing date 
Applications close at midnight on Tuesday, 7 December 2021 and should be emailed to 
recruitment@nga.gov.au.  
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